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Minister of Co-Operative Governance and Traditional 

Affairs, Honourable Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma (in 

absentia) 

Members of the National Cabinet and Deputy Ministers 

present 

The former Chairpersons and Presidents of SALGA, Father 

Mkhathswa, Hon. Amos Masondo and Mr. Thabo Manyoni 

Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Lechesa 

Tsenoli; 

The Chairpersons of the Parliamentary Select and Portfolio 

Committees on COGTA  

Chairperson of the Independent Electoral Commission 

MEC’s for Local Government present here 

The SALGA National Executive Committee  

The SALGA Provincial Executive Committees  

Executive Mayors, Mayors, Speakers and Chief Whips  

Fellow Councillors  

Traditional Leaders present 

Representatives from Organised Labour 

Welcome Address 
Cllr Thembisile Nkadimeng 

SALGA President 



 

Friends, Esteemed Colleagues, Comrades; Distinguished 

Guests;  

The Media 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

On behalf of the collective leadership of organised local 

government, it is an honour and humbling privilege to 

welcome you all to this Special National Members 

Assembly (NMA). 

 

Following the ordinary sitting of the NMA in December 2020 

- when we celebrated and reflected on the 20 Year Journey 

of Local Government transformation – I’m sure that 

members were surprised at the convening of this Special 

NMA.  

 

It is therefore imperative that there is a shared 

understanding of the purpose of the Special NMA and the 

desired outcomes anticipated. As we are all aware, the 

local government elections are scheduled to take place 

towards the end of October this year. It has therefore 

become necessary to prepare for the transition that 

municipalities will experience before, during and post the 

elections. Our intention therefore, commencing with this 

Special NMA, is to ensure the development of a 

comprehensive programme of guidance and support, in 



 

response to potential challenges that may be faced by 

municipalities during the transition. 

 

Programme Director,  
As we convene this Special NMA this week, recent 

celebrations in the month of April, reminded us that this year 

marks 27 years since we attained our freedom from 

apartheid rule. As celebrations unfolded across the country, 

many of us took the opportunity to share stories of where 

we were on that faithful day of 27 April 1994, and of course 

our exciting experiences of standing in long voting queues 

to exercise our right to vote – which was for most of us the 

very first time.  

 

We have undoubtedly made great strides towards realising 

the rights of our people to a better life and in advancing 

human dignity. We must, however, as local government, 

take a moment to reflect on the commitments made by 

former President Nelson Mandela, on that very faithful 

day when he said that “Our message is that the basic 
needs of the masses of the people must be addressed: 
the creation of jobs, of houses, the introduction of 
electricity, building of schools and hospitals, providing 
free, compulsory quality education, running water, 
paved roads”. 



 

 

Upon honest reflection, we know that across many parts of 

our beautiful country, this promise of 1994 has not yet been 

fulfilled. So, as we gather here to reflect on this 4th term of 

office of local government, and as we take stock of current 

realities, we must go a step further to capture the moment 

as an opportunity to renew and recommit ourselves to 
the 1994 promise, as we usher in the 5th Term of 
Democratic and People Centred Local Government. 
 

Programme Director,  
As we march towards the 5th term of democratic local 

government, with our sights clearly set on improving the 

living conditions of our people – we must embark on an 

honest reflection of the good, the bad and the ugly of this 

critical sphere of government.  

 

Over the next two days, we will depart from our usual 

conversations amongst ourselves and bring in the voices of 

those we, as public office bearers and local government 

practitioners, pledged to serve. It is not intended to lament 

but rather to remind us of who it is we serve, their 

understanding of who we are and their assessment and 

expectations of us.  

 



 

There is no doubt that our communities are frustrated and 

angry about the quality and quantity of basic services. This 

should therefore be a call on all of us to listen to what our 

people are saying. We must on an ongoing basis check the 

pulse of our communities in order to gain a fuller 

appreciation of the problem.  

 

We therefore hope that this will lay the foundation for 

municipalities, under our steward leadership, to WORK 

TOGETHER with local communities to find sustainable 

ways to MEET THEIR NEEDS and IMPROVE THE 

QUALITY of their lives. Let us use this occasion as an 

opportunity for new thinking on how to enhance local 

democracy by bringing local government closer to our 

people. 

 

Programme Director,  
As the SALGA NEC we met in October 2020 to reflect on 

developments affecting members of the NEC and PEC 

members. Whereas we believe in the principal of innocent 

until proven guilty, the reality is that these developments 

impact negatively on the image of the organisation as these 

are high profile leaders of SALGA. It has become clear that 

in the absence of a clear governance protocol, it is 

increasingly making it difficult for SALGA to take an 

organizational position that is consistent and appropriate 



 

when any other members of our governing structures have 

challenges with the law enforcement agencies.  

It is within this context that the NEC tasked the SALGA 

Statutory Affairs Committee to look into this matter and 

propose governance and reputation management 

protocols. The Committee has executed their mandate and 

presented recommendations to the NEC at our meeting 

held in February. We will therefore, table these 

recommendations for the consideration of members during 

our Closed Session tomorrow morning.  

Programme Director,  

Today is exactly 412 days since our President declared a 

state of national lockdown as part of the first phase of our 

country’s implementation of the risk adjusted strategy, an 

unprecedented step aimed at fighting this global invisible 

enemy.  

With relative success in stemming the tide against this deadly 

pandemic, we are now at level 1 with many of the restrictions 

being lifted as part of maintaining the delicate balancing act 

between saving lives and livelihoods.  

Sadly, as a people and as a country many of our compatriots, 

family members, friends and colleagues lost their lives in this 

battle and to date we recorded nearly 54 896 deaths. As the 



 

local government family, we too could not escape the grip of 

this deadly disease. 

The most critical challenge we face as a people, is to stem the 

tide by strictly and constantly adhering to the preventative and 

safety protocols our government is championing across all 

levels of society and spheres of influence. We commend 

many of our councillors who have played a tremendous role 

in advocating for these COVID health safety measures and 

for providing social assistance to many destitute families who 

otherwise would have been without food, water, sanitation, 

shelter and PPE.  

We also wish to express gratitude to our international 

partners, in particular the United Nations and the Federation 

of Canadian Municipalities, with the support of the Canadian 

government with whom we have partnered to address the 

developmental impacts of COVID-19. Under our UNDP 

partnership, with a total value of R8 million, we have been 

able to provide relief to formal, informal businesses and 

SMME’s in all 9 provinces and provided assistance to informal 

traders to register their business.  

With a total of 1101 beneficiaries in 96 municipalities across 

all the 9 provinces, the core target of the support was women, 

youth, people with disabilities & NGO’s with beneficiaries 

including women in Sewing Business, Fresh Produce Street 



 

Vendors, Barbershops, beauty and personal care, Street 

Restaurants and ICT shops. 

Over the next month further COVID-19 related support to the 

value of R 2.5 million, will be given to a select few 

municipalities under the Building Inclusive Green 

Municipalities Programme, a partnership with the Canadian 

Federation of Municipalities.  

 

Programme Director,  

Inspired by these strategic partnerships, it is anticipated that 

the Memorandums of Understanding to be concluded today 

with our partners CCMA, SANTACO, SABS and BankSETA, 

will similarly have positive benefits for the SALGA 

membership.  

 

As I draw to a close, we are immensely proud that in 

keeping with the constitution and the spirit of cooperative 

governance and inclusivity; we also welcome the 

leadership from all spheres of government, our partners, 

academic institutions, business and stakeholders within the 

local government sector. As you can see, the programme 

for this NMA is impressively rich in content and the 

participation of key stakeholders serves to highlight the 



 

significance of this occasion to our national discourse about 

local government.  

 

Programme Director, 
 

It is our wish that this Special NMA should highlight the 

institutionalisation of Local Government and emerge with a 

number of reflection points that not only encourage us to 

look back with pride at our collective achievements but, as 

we march towards the 5th term of democratic local 

government, to develop a transformative agenda on the 

remaining and persisting institutional challenges.  

 

We pay tribute and salute the men and women, many of 

whom have joined us today and some that have since 

departed, who have selflessly contributed to the work of 

Local Government and to ensuring that the people of South 

Africa enjoy equal access to basic services in realisation of 

their human rights.  

 

Let's redouble our efforts in rebuilding the image of local 

government so that it becomes the most trusted sphere of 

public administration both in letter and in spirit. 

 



 

Once more on behalf of the SALGA leadership collective, I 

am honoured to declare this august and monumental 

Special National Members Assembly open.  

  
I thank you 
 
 
 
 

 


